
Setting the challenge in a global context  
The Union for International Cancer Control  - UICC 

 
 

“We unite the cancer community to reduce the global cancer burden, to 

promote greater equity, and to integrate cancer control into the world 

health and development agenda.” 
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Overview of UICC 

• Oldest and largest cancer fighting organisation 

globally, established in 1933 

• A non government organisation in Switzerland 

• More than 1070 members across 164 countries 

• Official relations with UN agencies: WHO, IARC, 

IAEA, UNODC and consultative status at 

ECOSOC 

• A team of 40 based in Geneva 

• A Board elected by the UICC Membership 
WHO - World Health Organization  

IARC - International Agency for Research on Cancer 

IAEA - International Atomic Energy Agency  

UNODC - United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

ECOSOC - United Nations Economic and Social Council 
www.uicc.org 



An Award Winning Organisation 

International and European Associations Awards 

2015 – CEO of the Year 

2016 – Conference Development 

2017 – Best Membership Engagement 

2018 – Best Website and Integration 

 

The European Associations Award 

2018 – Best Association Website 

 

The Association Awards 

2017 - Best Use of Social Media (at the Paris World 

Cancer Congress) 



Uniting the cancer community 
Working in partnership to deliver impact 

 



UICC’s areas of focus 

Convening  

   

    

Capacity Building  Advocacy 

Provide platforms for the entire 

cancer community to join forces 

and drive change on a global 

scale 

 

Innovative tools and skills to help 

organisations do a better job 

tomorrow than they are already 

doing today  

• Leadership development (CEOs, 

young leaders) 

• Peer to peer capacity building at 

global and regional levels 

• Online education and resources 

• Grants for fellowships, project 

improvement, workshops, 

change and innovation 

• Improving national advocacy for 

treatment and care 

 

Promote ‘Treatment for All’, 

including: 

Follow through on the World Health 

Assembly Cancer Resolution 2017 

Integrate cancer control in the 

global health and development 

agendas, including: 

• NCDs 

• Universal Health Coverage 

• Sustainable Development Goals 

 

More information 

www.uicc.org/annual-reports 

http://www.uicc.org/annual-reports
http://www.uicc.org/annual-reports
http://www.uicc.org/annual-reports
http://www.uicc.org/annual-reports


Track record in establishing successful and sustainable 
initiatives with others 



Fostering inclusive 

partnerships 

represents the 

foundation of how 

UICC operates and 

delivers impact 

The Challenge 

Of Cancer Control 



An Ageing Population 



Getting Larger 



Smoking no less ... 



The Challenge of Cancer Control 

“Chances are, at some 

point in our lifetime we will 

either know someone who 

has had cancer or is 

currently fighting it. It 

affects us all - be it through 

a colleague, family 

member, or friend.” 

Sanchia Aranda, 

President, Union for 

International Cancer 

Control (UICC) 

Cancer incidence and mortality 

New cases Deaths 

9.6m 

18.1m 

8 



Predicted Global Cancer Cases 

http://www.google.ch/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOHo7tXsxMgCFYJpFAoddTMAdQ&url=http://hipcrime.blogspot.com/2014/04/health-versus-civilization.html&bvm=bv.105039540,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNGiPO1Pfk2uvNgVCnnhw1BSARHJYg&ust=1445011182193166


Increase in Incidence of Cancer  
Between 2012 and 2030 



Health Inequalities – Where you live Matters 
Income level influences 5 year survival rate 



Health Inequalities – Where you live Matters 
Income level influences 5 year survival rate 



Health Inequalities – But not all cancers ..... 



How Patients’ Life Expectancy has Improved 
Data from UK  



Recognition of Cancer 

Significant progress has 

been made putting cancer 

and the other NCDs on the 

global health and 

development agenda 

Global  



The global stage: Delivering a challenging and impactful 
agenda 

Global commitment 
UN High-Level Summit and 

adoption of UN Political 

Declaration on NCDs  

Global 

accountability 
‘25 by 25’ NCD mortality target 

adopted 

Global action 
WHO Global NCD 

Action Plan 2013-2020 

Global coordination 
UN Task Force on NCDs and a  

Global Coordination Mechanism  

(GCM) 

Guidance for 

implementation 
WHA Cancer Resolution 

Essential technologies  

Mid-term review of 

progress 
UN HLM on NCDs  

2012 
2013 

Building the case 
Lancet  commissions on 

radiotherapy and surgery  

Tracking global 

progress 
World Cancer Declaration 

Progress report  

Update to WHO Model List 

of Essential Medicines 
16 new systemic therapies for cancer 

added 

‘25 by 25’ target 

2011 

2012 

2015 
2014 

2013 

2016 
2017 2018 

2025 

New Development 

agenda  
Sustainable Development 

Goal Target 3.4 

2030 

Delivery milestones 

Sustainable 

Development Goals 



      Some Notable Successes 



Driving national action to 2025: Cancer Resolution 2017 

• Advocacy drew on momentum from World Cancer 

Declaration Report and Lancet Commissions  

• Emphasises need for holistic approach to cancer treatment: 

“Member States should increase efforts to strengthen 

health systems at the national and local levels to ensure 

early diagnosis and accessible, affordable and high-quality 

care for all cancer patients”  

• Crucial advocacy tool for holding governments accountable 

and tracking progress  

• WHO to publish World Cancer Report due 2019 

• UICC to work with members to advocate for national 

implementation of Appendix 3 of the NCD Global Plan, 

Essential Medicines and Technologies lists 

• Cervical Cancer Elimination Project kicked off with WHO 



UN HLM NCDs September 2018 



Progress 

Translating global commitments into national 

action: 

Treatment for All  

 

Changing the future of cancer treatment at the 

city level: 

City Cancer Challenge 

 

 

Accelerating  



Translating global commitments into national action: 
Treatment for All  

UICC will be working with its members and 

partners to: 

• Continue supporting the development 

of the economic case for investing in 

cancer 

• Lead a campaign to push for action 

on Treatment for All in the run up to 

September 2018 UN High Level 

Meeting in New York on NCDs 

• Develop tools for UICC members and 

partners to make the case for 

treatment for all nationally/regionally 

• Mobilise an army of UICC members 

to build national/regional coalitions for 

treatment for all  

• Stimulate clinical leadership through 

key regional and national roundtables 

 



Treatment for All Campaign Work Streams 



City Cancer Challenge 

Changing the future of 

cancer treatment and 

care in urban 

populations around the 

world through collective 

action 

C/Can 2025: 



City Cancer Challenge 

Cali, Colombia Asunción, Paraguay Yangon, Myanmar Kumasi, Ghana 



UNION FOR INTERNATIONAL CANCER CONTROL 

31-33 Avenue Giuseppe Motta, 1202 Geneva, Switzerland 

T. +41 (0)22 809 1811   F. +41 (0)22 809 1810 

 

Dr Cary Adams 

Chief Executive Officer 

UICC 

adams@uicc.org 

 

Thank you 

mailto:adams@uicc.org

